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100 Years Herkomer Konkurrenz

1905 - 1906 - 1907

2005 - 2006 - 2007

The world’s first touring car rally
For automobiles manufactured up to 1930
Looking back:
HERKOMER KONKURRENZ
1905 – 1906 - 1907
The Herkomer Konkurrenz, the world's oldest classic touring car rally, celebrates it's Centennial again on July 26-30, 2006. The Bavarian Automobile Club, on initiative from Sir Hubert von Herkomer, sponsored three rallies from 1905 to 1907. Named after their initiator Herkomer - the widely popular German-English portrait painter born in Waal near Landsberg - the rallies became an immediate success. Herkomer's vision of developing durable and sportive touring cars came in the year 1903, when he visited the Gordon Bennett Race in Ballyshannon, together with his client, the Governor General of Ireland. Although impressed by the race, Herkomer saw little future in racing vehicles built only for speed, "roaring monsters", as he called them. In contrast to contemporary contests which called for crossing the goal line by the fastest speed possible, Herkomer envisioned a completely different style of rally.  He foresaw a contest with touring cars that were durable enough to complete challenging tours over extended distances on normal roads. With this in mind, Herkomer approached the president of the Bavarian Automobile Club, Prof. Ludwig Pöhlmann with his idea. Together, they worked out the strict rally guidelines that are still in effect to this day. Herkomer's guidelines were also adopted by the Prince Heinrich Tour, held from 1908 to 1910. The dream of Sir Hubert von Herkomer still holds true, from the first touring car rally worldwide to the 100th Jubilee; the Herkomer Konkurrenz 2006
Sir Hubert von Herkomer was a well known and popular artist of his time. Among those crowned heads of Europe who counted themselves honored to sit for a portrait by Herkomer, were Queen Victoria, Prince Regent Leopold and Kaiser Wilhelm II. A sport event conceived by Herkomer and sponsored by the Bavarian Auto Club of course, gave cause for major excitement. The response from aristocracy and industry was overwhelming. The year 1905 found illustrious participants at the starting line of the first Herkomer Konkurrenz: Prince Heinrich von Preußen, the brother of the Kaiser, Duke Ludwig in Bavaria and Lord Montague of Beaulieu, together with automotive pioneers and courageous men such as Heinrich Opel, Vincenzo Lancia, Edgar Ladenburg, Ernst Büssing, August Horch and Ernst Sachs, together with many others. The overall winner, Edgar Ladenburg in his Mercedes, was presented with a massive silver trophy designed and donated by Herkomer. Sir Hubert von Herkomer also painted Ladenburg's portrait, a great privilege at that time. Both portrait and silver trophy are on display in the Herkomer Museum in Landsberg. The following years, both size and popularity of the Konkurrenz grew to amazing proportions. The length of the course grew from 937 km in 1905 to 1819 km in 1907, while the number of vehicles taking part in the Konkurrenz increased from 91 to 161!
Looking toward the future
HERKOMER KONKURRENZ
2005 – 2006 - 2007
The relationship between Hubert von Herkomer and Landsberg has always been close. Landsberg am Lech was not just the location where an automobile rally was held. It was here in Landsberg, that Herkomer built his domicile together with his famous atelier, the Mutterturm (the Mother's Tower), in the year 1907, Landsberg made Herkomer an honorary citizen.

The upcoming Jubilee 2005 - 2006 - 2007 opens new dimensions to the Herkomer Konkurrenz. The town of Landsberg, together with Organizer Mrs. Corinna Illia and sport journalist and tour leader Ulf von Malberg, present the triologie of 100th Anniversary Jubilee Herkomer Konkurrenz. For the second time, Organizer Mrs. Corinna Illia and tour leader Ulf von Malberg will wave the starting flag for vehicles in the categories A, B, and C (models built up to 1930). This popular decision is sure to attract numerous old timer fans to the two day long event.  Cars of the Model Horch can take part without a limit of age in a own class. In Commemoration of this 100rd anniversary the Audi AG invites the Particioants to attend an event on the eve of the Herkomer-Konkurrenz 2006 at the Meseum Mobile in Ingolstadt, e.g. on July 26, 2006. This followes by a touristic leg of 116 kilometers from Ingolstadt to Landsberg am Lech on July 27, 2006.

The core event of the Herkomer-Konkurrenz will be two touristic legs of 93,5 and 109 kilometers an july 28th and July 29th, respectively. For a ratin a few questions and tasks will be slipped in. Both start and finish will be held in the picturesque medieval town Landsberg am Lech. At critical sections en route there will be service cars for towing those veteran cars with insufficient motor or braking power.
A wide variety of entertainment and cultural events are planned for the 100th Jubilee of the Herkomer Konkurrenz, making an exciting framework for the numerous historic automobiles taking part in the Jubilee. Every old timer afficionado’s heart will beat faster with names like Stevens-Duryea, Daglisch Gullane, Lorely Brasier, N.A.G. Puck and many others models awaiting your attendance at the 100th Jubilee Herkomer Konkurrenz, July 26-30, 2006 in Landsberg am Lech.
Contact:s

Organizer 
Veranstaltungsbüro Herkomer-Konkurrenz 2006
c/o Illia & Co. GmbH im Hause Oldtimer Rehberger
Greifenberger Straße 5
D-82279 Eching am Ammersee
Telefon: +49 (0) 81 91 / 99 28 66
Telefax: +49 (0) 81 91 / 99 78 89
E-mail: illia@oldtimer-rehberger.de
Internet: www.herkomer-konkurrenz.de

Host City:
Stadt Landsberg am Lech
Katharinenstraße 1, 86899 Landsberg am Lech
Postfach 10 16 53, 86886 Landsberg am Lech
Internet: www.landsberg.de
www.herkomer-konkurrenz.de
www.herkomer-konkurrenz.com
Veranstaltungsbetreuung:
Stadt Landsberg am Lech
Referat Veranstaltungsservice,
Raimund J. Stolz
Telefon: (0 81 91) 1 28-2 60,
Telefax: (0 81 91) 1 28-3 38,
E-Mail: veranstaltungsservice@landsberg.de
Touristikinformation:
Stadt Landsberg am Lech
Kultur- und Fremdenverkehrsamt,
Telefon: (0 81 91) 1 28-2 46,
Telefax: (0 81 91) 1 28-1 60, -1 80
E-Mail: fremdenverkehrsamt@landsberg.de






